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Three disaster assistance centers in Lake County will open today to help Hoosiers impacted 
by recent flooding. The state and the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) 
also plan to open sites in LaPorte and Porter counties. Exact locations will be announced 
by Friday. The centers will have phones and computers available for flood victims to 
complete FEMA applications. FEMA assistance includes grants for temporary housing and 
home repairs, low-cost loans to cover uninsured property losses and other programs. 
 
INDIANAPOLIS (September 24, 2008 ) -- Governor Mitch Daniels announced today that the state will partner with the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) and the Red Cross to open three one-stop disaster assistance centers in Lake County 
beginning Thursday to help residents of Lake, Porter and LaPorte counties impacted by severe weather caused by Hurricane Ike.  

The state and FEMA will also open a site in LaPorte County and one in Porter County. Exact locations will be announced by Friday.  

The governor was notified Tuesday that President George W. Bush declared that a major disaster exists for the three counties and 
approved federal individual assistance for affected residents.  

Andy Miller, director of Indiana’s Office of Disaster Recovery said the state assistance centers in Lake County will be open beginning 
tomorrow (Thursday) from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. local time through at least Tuesday, September 30, 2008. The centers will be closed on 
Sunday. 

All centers will have representatives from FEMA, and computers and phones will be available for flood victims to complete (FEMA) 
applications. It is not necessary to come to a disaster center to fill out a FEMA application. In fact, residents and business owners who 
sustained losses in the three counties can register online at http://www.fema.gov/assistance or call 1-800-621-FEMA (3362) or 1-800-
462-7585 (TTY) for the hearing and speech impaired. The toll-free telephone numbers operate from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. local time. 

FEMA assistance can include grants for temporary housing and home repairs, low-cost loans to cover uninsured property losses, and 
other programs to help individuals and business owners recover from the effects of the disaster. 

The Red Cross also will be at the assistance centers to deliver basic necessities such as water and clean-up kits. State agencies, including 
the Family and Social Services Administration (FSSA), Bureau of Motor Vehicles (BMV), Indiana State Department of Health, Indiana 
Department of Insurance, Indiana Department of Homeland Security, Department of Workforce Development and others, will have 
representatives on site to provide immediate assistance and answer questions for those who have suffered a loss.  

The locations, beginning Thursday, are:  

Former Maruszczak Appliance store  
9450 Calumet Avenue  
Munster  

VFW  
2750 Central Ave  
Lake Station  

Ivy Tech Community College  
1440 East 35th Avenue  
Gary  

Flood victims from all three counties may visit any of the sites. In addition, FSSA offices in Porter and LaPorte counties will have 
computers available for individuals to use to apply for FEMA assistance. A list of locations for those offices and centers may be found at 
this link: http://www.in.gov/fssa/dfr/3674.htm 

http://www.insideindianabusiness.com/newsitem.asp?ID=31672�


The governor also has asked the U.S. Secretary of Agriculture to allow emergency food stamp distribution for victims in the three 
counties. Once approval has been received, the disaster food stamps will be available at the Lake Station and Munster flood assistance 
locations. In Gary, food stamp distribution will take place at the Gary Career Center, 1800 East 35th Avenue. Food stamps will not be 
distributed at the disaster center at Ivy Tech Community College. Disaster food stamps are for citizens impacted by the recent flooding. 
Individuals will be required to show identification and sign an affidavit indicating they have suffered damage from the flooding. 

More information about distribution of food stamps will be provided as soon as approval has been given. 

In addition to FEMA and the American Red Cross, the following state services also will be available at these disaster recovery centers:  

Housing Support: listing of emergency shelters, listing of temporary housing, rental assistance will be provided by FEMA. 

Social Services: emergency food stamps; applications for TANF, food stamps, Medicaid and child care; listing of available child care 
providers; mental health services 

Unemployment Insurance: apply for Disaster Unemployment Insurance or state unemployment benefits 

Insurance Information: interpretation of insurance policies by staff of the Indiana Department of Insurance; information on lost or 
damaged policies; information on obtaining copies of insurance policies; general insurance navigation advice and complaint resolution; 
car insurance assistance. 

Public Health Information: clean up advice and education including mold removal and prevention; vaccination information, including 
tetanus shots; information regarding free well water testing; access and information to vital records - birth and death certificates 

Transportation Assistance: information on replacement of driver licenses and identification cards (when BMV employees are able to 
make a visual match with the photograph on file, the individual must only verbally verify name, date of birth, social security number and 
address. Other requirements for supporting documentation will be waived. The normal replacement fee of $10 for a duplicate credential 
also will be waived); assistance with vehicle title replacement or apply for a salvage vehicle title via the BMV; car insurance assistance 
from agents of major private insurance providers 

Daniels sent a letter to the President September 20 to formally request federal individual assistance for Hoosiers in Lake, LaPorte and 
Porter counties. He also said that he would reserve the right to request the public assistance program and may request assistance for other 
counties that received severe damage from the remnants of Hurricane Ike, including Clark, Crawford, Dearborn, Floyd, Jasper, Jefferson, 
Jennings, Harrison, Martin, Newton, Perry, Scott, Spencer and Switzerland. 

Joint disaster assessment teams have been working there to finalize damage estimates. Hoosiers in southern Indiana may continue to 
report damage from the storm via electronic form on the IDHS website (www.in.gov/dhs) or a toll-free number (888-335-9490). Several 
hundred people from southern Indiana have reported wind damage. The call center is staffed from 9:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m. EDT daily by the 
Indiana Office of Faith Based and Community Initiatives. 
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September 20, 2008 

Cities take steps to help feed needy 
 

Jeffersonville is reviewing response 
 
By Ben Zion Hershberg 
bhershberg@courier-journal.com  

With electricity rapidly being restored to most homes and businesses in Jeffersonville, Mayor Tom 
Galligan said yesterday that city officials will start analyzing their response to Sunday's windstorm to 
see what can be improved. 

Already, Galligan said, he has decided to have generators installed at firehouses so they can serve 
as command centers in such disasters. Firehouses also could become places for residents to cook 
food and meet other immediate needs, he said. 

To date, Galligan estimated at a press conference, the city has spent about $100,000 on cleaning up 
downed trees and other debris. He said he didn't know yet where the money to pay such expenses 
will come from in a tight budget. 

"We will get the mess cleaned up and talk about the money later," he said. 

Joe Wainscott, executive director of the Indiana Department of Homeland Security, said during a visit 
to Jeffersonville on Wednesday that it's possible the federal government eventually will reimburse 75 
percent of such expenses by public agencies. 

Wainscott asked local agencies to be diligent about collecting and reporting expenses and warned 
them to maintain their usual practices in hiring contractors to help with cleanup, including getting at 
least three bids, since the federal government likes to see such procedures even if the process is 
accelerated during an emergency. 

Jeffersonville City Councilmen Keith Fetz and Ron Grooms said yesterday in telephone interviews 
they're trying to find a way to provide emergency aid to low-income families in the city who lost their 
perishable food during the power outage and may have a difficult time replacing it. 

Fetz said the idea is to use gaming revenue that the city gets as its share of state funds collected 
from Indiana's riverboat casinos. 

To help the estimated 4,000 low-income households in the city, Fetz said, up to $400,000 might be 
available in vouchers that could be used at food stores. One voucher per household could be used for 
such staples as bread, milk and meat, he said. 

"It is a very preliminary idea," Grooms said. 

He said he doesn't know how it will be received by other council members, but he and Fetz hope to 
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present it if there's support at a budget workshop Monday. 

In Charlestown, Mayor Bob Hall said the City Council took a similar step, approving the use of up to 
$20,000 for vouchers for city residents who needed emergency assistance. 

The vouchers were distributed at Jonathan Jennings Elementary School, which has been used as a 
daytime shelter and where meals have been provided to hundreds of residents this week. 

Little of that money is still available, Hall said. But a truckload-plus of groceries is to be delivered 
today for distribution at the school from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Hall said the food is being contributed by the 
North Clark Ministerial Association and the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints to which he 
belongs. 

Hall said he believes the groceries will sustain the city's neediest residents until they can get back on 
their feet. 

Sunday's windstorm left up to 85 percent of Charlestown without power. But given the progress in 
restoring electricity, Hall said yesterday, he was lifting the local state of emergency and curfew that 
had been in effect through the week. 

Reporter Ben Zion Hershberg can be reached at (812) 949-4032. 
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More getting help with food 
 

Jeff streamlines application process 
 
By Ben Zion Hershberg 
bhershberg@courier-journal.com  

The Jeffersonville Township trustee's office streamlined its distribution of food assistance yesterday to 
expedite aid to residents who lost food during power outages caused by Sept. 14's windstorm. 

The Salvation Army, meantime, held an emergency food distribution for New Albany residents at its 
offices on Green Valley Road. 

Supplies of canned soups and vegetables, macaroni and cheese, cereals, stuffing, peanut butter and 
jelly, and other staples at the Salvation Army site were restricted to people who don't get food stamps 
because such recipients are eligible for increased benefits due to the outages, said Roxanne Haley, 
the Salvation Army's business administrator. 

"These are the folks that kind of fall through the cracks," she said. 

The Jeffersonville Township effort resulted in the distribution of 18 vouchers for food, and simplifying 
the application process -- reducing how much financial information must be gathered from applicants 
-- helped, said Joan Popp, the township trustee's first deputy. 

Usually, she said, the office gives out only one or two food vouchers a week, with more assistance 
used for rent, mortgage payments or utility bills by families experiencing a financial emergency. The 
trustee's poor-relief fund is supported by a tax rate of less than 2 cents per $100 of a home's 
assessed value. 

As word of the food help spreads, Popp said, she expects the number of people seeking it to increase 
-- which could tax the agency's three-person staff. 

Karen Pollard, 49, of Jeffersonville, said she was thankful for the speedy help she received. 

"I lost all the meat I had" after being without electricity for 51/2 days, said Pollard, adding that she 
lives primarily on $637 a month in Social Security disability income. 

She said she couldn't replace what was in her freezer because churches and food banks mostly 
provide canned foods. 

So Pollard filled out a form at the trustee's office at 632 Court Ave., listing her income and expenses. 
She also provided a letter from Social Security documenting her income and a utility bill showing her 
address, and in about 20 minutes received a $100 voucher to use at the Olde Towne Grocery. 

http://www.courier-journal.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20080924/NEWS02/809240845�


That provided money for hamburger, chicken and pork chops in the freezer, Pollard said. 

"I think we're going to be fine," she said. 

Twenty-seven families showed up during the first hour of the day-long Salvation Army distribution to 
get food brought in by Floyd County Emergency Management with help from the Interfaith Community 
Council food pantry and other volunteers, Haley said. 

Mark Porter, executive director of the Center of Lay Ministries, said he also has seen a surge in the 
number of families using the food bank his organization operates at 213 E. Maple St. in Jeffersonville.

"We're probably up 20 percent" over the usual demand, Porter said. 

The food bank provides four days of food to those eligible based on state income guidelines. Porter 
said the guidelines allow up to $2,915 of income a month, or $34,980 a year, for a family of four. 

As for restoring power, the Indiana Department of Homeland Security said fewer than 100 Southern 
Indiana utility customers were still without it as of 5 p.m. yesterday. 

Department spokesman John Erickson said the outages involved Duke Energy and Harrison County 
REMC, and the largest block of Duke outages was 11 in Clark County. 

Reporter Ben Zion Hershberg can be reached at (812) 949-4032. 

Reporter Harold J. Adams and The Associated Press contributed to this story. 
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Vera Cruz residents get flood buyout info 
By Frank Shanly 

 
The Vera Cruz Town Hall was a packed room Wednesday evening as 19 local residents and other interested parties met to discuss the 
acquisition process for properties affected by the 2003 flood.  

Kent Park chaired the meeting, which was attended by Manuela Johnson of the Indiana Department of Homeland Security; Sherry 
Johnson, the  Wells County Emergency Management director; Rod Renkenberger of the Maumee River Basin Commission; and Doug 
Sundling, a Bluffton contractor.    

Park noted that he had begun working on grant applications following the flood about four and a half years ago, and expressed his relief 
that finally, on Sept. 8, the grant was approved. The meeting had been called to update residents on the process that must now be 
followed, and to answer any questions.  

Park said that the first step that must be done is the appraisal of properties affected by the flood.  

He said two Wells County appraisers will begin calling affected homeowners within the next week or two to arrange a time to visit their 
home and make a fair market value appraisal, to determine the value of the home the day prior to the flood. Damage caused by the flood 
will not be taken into account, as the purpose of this appraisal is to determine the value of the property prior to the damage.   

Homeowners will need to be at home at the time of the appraiser’s visit, to help answer  any questions that may arise in determining the 
value of the home and the fixtures.  

Once the appraisals have been completed, the assessments will be forwarded to Wells County Attorney Trent Patterson, who will draw 
up an offer of purchase on behalf of the town of Vera Cruz. The amount offered will be the average of the two appraisals.  

If the homeowner is not happy with the amount offered, he or she will have the right to have additional appraisals done. The home-
owner, however, must pay for these additional appraisals.  

Park noted that for the three affected homeowners who received insurance payouts, there will be additional factors that need to be 
factored into the offer of purchase, and these will be discussed individually with the homeowners.  

Once the offer has been made, the homeowner basically has three options: 

— Accept immediately,   

— Think about the decision for up to 14 days 

— Decline the offer. 

Assuming the offer is accepted, details relating to existing mortgages and liens against the property will need to be worked out with each 
individual homeowner. Park hopes that a closing date of within 30 to 45 days of the acceptance of the offer can be agreed, however this 
may vary according to whether the homeowner needs to find alternative accommodation. 

Park noted that some of the affected homes are vacant, with the owners already living elsewhere, but some are still occupied. He advised 
that a reasonable time will be allowed, but stressed that he expected this to be a matter of weeks or a couple of months, rather than six 
months or more.  

“My goal is to have this all settled by Christmas,” Park said.  

http://www.news-banner.com/index/news-app/story.11422�
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Park also noted that he wants the homes to be dealt with quickly to minimize the number of visits, and the resulting costs to the town, of 
the demolition contractors. He does not want to be bringing them in to demolish one home at a time, and hopes that if the acquisitions 
can be completed reasonably quickly, he will be able to arrange multiple demolitions per visit for the contractors.    

Park also advised that homeowners will need to maintain their insurance on their property until the date the sale process is fully 
completed, to ensure they are protected in case someone injures themselves on the property.  

Park hopes that with all going well, the process may even be able to be completed as early as the end of November.   

It was noted that property taxes would be taken out at  the closing of the sale. If Wells County has not yet issued its tax bills, a 
provisional amount will be assessed. Given that the closing date will probably be around Oct. 30, or maybe later, and tax bills must be 
sent out before this time, the accurate figures should be available at that time.  

In the event that a home has a mortgage of more than the value of the home, Manuela Johnson advised that her office will be able to 
negotiate a release with the bank. She note that her staff are very adept at persuading the bank to settle for the actual amount and to write 
off any surplus should they show any initial reluctance, and was confident that arrangements could be made.  

She also noted that in these cases, her office would ensure that no negative noting was made on the homeowners’ credit record by the 
mortgage company as a result of any sales under this grant process, should this situation exist.   

Once the process is complete, sewer and wells will be cut off and sealed according to IDEM regulations. Park will arrange demolition of  
properties that have been sold, and the town board will then have the responsibility of deciding what to do with the vacated land.   

Park noted that no resident can be forced to accept the offer, but pointed out that this will probably be the last chance for homeowners to 
leave their property with sufficient funds to purchase a new home.  

He noted that the current value of homes in Vera Cruz is very low due to the high flood risk. He also noted that under this offer, the grant 
will take care of closing fees, realtors fees and other expenses normally associated with a sale, so accepting this offer will probably give 
homeowners about $5,000 they would not have in a normal sale.  

Johnson advised that while the town of Vera Cruz could technically reapply for another grant at a later date, the state would probably not 
look  on it favorably, as one offer had already been made and turned down.  

“What guarantee do we have that you won’t back out of the deal again at the end of the process?” she asked.  

It was also noted that once the new flood maps are officially published, insurance premiums for homes in the affected area will be very 
high. Staying put will therefore be a costly decision for any homeowner.  

Sundling advised that new data relating to flood maps had been collected and also rules have been changed, giving government officials 
more powers with regard to declaring properties unfit for habitation in the case of severe or repetitive flood damage.  

Should another flood occur, a resident who has not accepted this buyout offer may be forced out of his or her home, and not only be 
unable to sell the home, but find themselves responsible for demolition costs. 

Sundling stressed that Vera Cruz has been presented with an ideal opportunity to  establish a flood plain, and the affected homeowners 
would be well advised to take advantage of the opportunity. 

Johnson also noted that with development that has occurred all over Indiana, there is more water than ever being pumped into rivers, and 
therefore the risk of another flood in Vera Cruz is even higher now than before.  

She advised any homeowners considering turning down the offer to consider this factor in their decision.  

Park stressed that if any homeowners have questions regarding the proposals, or the process, they should contact him. He also 
encouraged them to talk with local realtors, should they think they are better served to hold on to their home for a later sale.  

He was confident that they would not receive an optimistic response.  

Park also noted that at this time, a buyer’s market exists, so if homeowners are going to get a good deal on a new home, this is a good 
time to try.  

“This offer will not make you rich,” he advised, “but it will help you get out and move into another home.” 

Back to Flooding 



 
 
Flood recovery needs more than assigning blame 
(http://www.post-trib.com/news/opinion/1184921,goodson.article) 
 
September 25, 2008 
 
By Michael Goodson Post-Tribune columnist  
Where were you in the flood of '08? Were you evacuating your home, sandbagging by the river, or sitting high 
and dry in the few areas of Northwest Indiana spared from water?  

Wherever you were, you'll remember this level of flooding long into your old age. Even then, there will be 
unanswered questions, dodged expertly by those "in charge" who have quickly stated "not I," then passed the 
blame on to other agencies, from the Indiana Department of Transportation to the Little Calumet River Basin 
Development Commission to mayors and town councils. Nobody wanted to take responsibility for this, and 
rightfully so. There were many problems along the way. 

We can't blame Mother Nature. Rain is one thing, but discovering that we weren't prepared for it is another. And 
it's not like we didn't know this flat, boggy area. 

What did emerge from this calamity was the tough spirit of those who tried to do something. Citizens as well as 
elected officials dove into the issue, not relying on FEMA or Homeland Security to take action. 

But it was a wide array of mayors and town officials, each doing their own thing for the sake of their community, 
that, at times, seemed detrimental to their neighbors. This all led to the obvious conclusion that there was no 
one in charge. 

And when people realized that, rumors began to fly. The most obvious was that the levy project, long delayed 
and incomplete, was the major cause of the flooding. But delays in funding, and difficulty in obtaining property 
necessary to complete the job, were quickly labeled the culprits.  

Others suggested that Gary's lack of maintenance on culverts and inaction in placing barriers caused heavy 
flooding in the Glen Park area. 

Or was it Illinois' fault in how they handled the flow of water downstream? How about blaming the Borman 
engineers for creating that low spot? 

The governor was here. He poured out his sympathy and hoped, with all his being, that we had enough damage 
to qualify as a disaster area. He brought little else. 

This event that overwhelmed the resources of many local governments cried out for some sort of centralized, 
regional control -- one person or agency that understands how the water system works, with the authority and 
resources to act quickly. 

We will recover, but it won't be easy. Floods and tornadoes are supposed to happen somewhere else, not here. 
But since we are susceptible to both, it's time to develop a better plan for the future. Passing the buck doesn't 
seem very reassuring does it? 

Those of us in Northwest Indiana must give both thanks and praise to Jim Dedelow and his staff at WJOB (1230 
AM) radio for being the communications lifeline for the area. Their hard work, eagerness and ability to absorb 
and transmit information about what was going on was invaluable. Whether it involved evacuation, calls for 
volunteers, information about safe havens, or an ongoing redirecting of clogged traffic in Lake and Porter 
counties, WJOB was there for us. We were just a news item to Chicago media, no more than a photo 
opportunity, but not WJOB. They were the neighbors who came to help you clean out the basement or bring 
over some chicken soup.  

 

Back to Flooding 
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Flood victims come for help 
(http://www.post-trib.com/1186526,flood-relief.article) 
September 26, 2008 
By John Byrne Post-Tribune staff writer  
Hundreds of flood-weary Lake County residents showed up at separate disaster relief centers Thursday seeking the 
federal and state aid they hope will put their lives back together.  

And hundreds more are expected to show up at two new offices today in Porter and LaPorte counties.  

"We lost basically everything," Kevin Mack of Gary said Thursday morning while waiting to talk to state housing 
officials at the Gary assistance office.  

Mack already had applied online for grants from the Federal Emergency Management Agency, but he walked into the 
center at Ivy Tech Community College to see about getting vouchers for clothing and temporary housing.  

"We've been in and out of hotels for the past week," Mack said of himself, his wife and two young children. "We can't 
afford to stay in a hotel every night, though, so some nights we're staying back at our place, which has developed 
mold and doesn't have a working refrigerator."  

The Gary office had processed about 150 people by 11:30 a.m., according to FEMA spokeswoman Sally Mackert. A 
hundred or so more waited in line outside to meet with counselors from the state and federal agencies.  

Across the street, hundreds more waited outside the Gary Career Center to apply for food stamps, available to those 
who suffered flooding losses.  

Disaster assistance offices also were open Thursday in Munster and Lake Station.  

Two new "one-stop" offices providing state and federal disaster assistance will open today in:  

n Valparaiso, at the Family and Social Services Administration Office, 152 Indiana Ave.  

n LaPorte, at the FSSA office, 1230 Indiana 2 West.  

All the area disaster assistance offices will be open from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. today, Saturday, Monday and Tuesday.  

Lake County government officials, meanwhile, are taking steps to help people affected by the floods.  

Auditor Peggy Katona and Treasurer John Petalas have asked the state Department of Local Government Finance to 
allow them to waive late fees for people who don't receive property tax bills in the mail on time because of flooding in 
their neighborhoods.  

Katona and Petalas also asked that they be allowed to set up installment plans so homeowners hit by flooding won't 
face penalties if they can't afford to pay all their property taxes this fall.  

Sherry Stone, director of real estate for the Lake County Assessor's Office, urged people whose homes were 
damaged in the disaster to complete assessment forms for property partially or totally destroyed by disaster.  

The forms -- available on-line at IN.gov/dlgf/ -- could help lower 2009 property taxes for residents who suffered flood 
damage, if the state gives approval. Stone said homeowners can submit forms to their township assessors or the 
county assessor.  

Recorder Mike Brown announced he would waive the $1-per-page fee for copies of property deeds for people who 
present documentation from FEMA that they have started claims for relief.  
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Food stamp benefits for flood victims 
 
 
September 26, 2008 
 
POst-Tribune staff report 
NORTHWEST INDIANA  

Flood victims who live or work in Lake, LaPorte and Porter counties may be eligible for food stamp assistance if they 
lost food or are in need of food because of the recent flooding.  

Flood victims may apply from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. Monday through Saturday, until Oct. 1, at the following locations:  

Lake County  

n VFW, 2750 Central Ave., Lake Station  

n Gary Career Center, 1800 E. 35th Ave., Gary  

n Former Maruszczak Appliance Store, 9450 and 9456 Calumet Ave., Munster  

LaPorte County  

n Division of Family Resources (DFR) Office, 1230 Indiana 2 West, LaPorte  

n DFR Office, 320 Dunes Plaza, Michigan City  

Porter County  

n DFR Office, 152 Indiana Ave., Valparaiso  

The local offices of the FSSA Division of Family Resources will determine eligibility for victims based on available 
income, minus shelter and disaster-related expenses. All resources except cash on hand and bank accounts will be 
excluded from the eligibility determination.  

Residents on food stamps may be eligible for additional benefits.  

When applying, applicants should bring a driver's license or other picture ID, Social Security numbers for everyone in 
the household, and a document that verifies the home address. 

 
Back to Flooding 
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IUN finally drying out; classes to resume 
 
September 26, 2008 
 
By Lisa DeNeal Post-Tribune correspondent  
 

GARY -- Come Monday morning, 4,800 Indiana University Northwest students will be welcomed back with barbecues 
and a disc jockey to their campus closed by flooding for two weeks.  

Officials said Thursday that Tamarack Hall will be closed permanently because of flood damage.  

Students began receiving automated phone messages from IU Northwest Chancellor Bruce Bergland on Thursday, 
telling them the soggy campus would be ready Monday.  

Meanwhile, Bergland said engineers will be brought to the campus to investigate the cause of the prolonged campus 
flooding.  

Bergland said workers began pumping out the campus' main parking lot Wednesday.  

"We will then do pressure washing on the hard surfaces and applying chemical anti-bacterial cleansers and 
dehumidifiers in all the buildings," Joe Pellicciotti, vice chancellor of administration, said. "We will also use air 
scrubbers in the upper floors of the buildings to make sure the air is clean."  

Pellicciotti and Bergland said Tamarack Hall, opened since the mid-1950s, suffered the brunt of the flood damage.  

"Tamarack is closed for good, with the exception of the southeast section where the art and studio is," Bergland said. 
He said water is underneath that area's foundation, but will be remedied before classes resume and art students will 
be able to attend classes there.  

Bergland said the university was self-insured and its damages would be covered.  

Faculty members have the option of holding extended classes, if necessary.  

Bergland said updates and answers to frequently asked questions about the campus and classes will be sent to 
students the rest of this week.    

As part of the welcome back activities, the university will have information booths for students whose families were 
affected by the floods and need food, clothing or want to sign up for volunteer work.  
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Water may be gone, but health threats remain 
 
September 26, 2008 
 
By DIANE KRIEGER SPIVAK Post-Tribune staff writer  
Flooding from torrential rains that soaked Northwest Indiana nearly two weeks ago has largely receded, but the 
potential for health problems is still quite real, local health officials say.  

Residents can take precautions, however, to protect their homes, families and pets.  

Cleaning and disinfecting flooded household items with bleach solution is important to kill bacteria and viruses, since 
floodwater often is contaminated with waste, Indiana State Health Department epidemiologist James Howell said.  

People who have allergies should be especially careful around contaminated items because mold growth 
exacerbates allergies, Howell said.  

Howell also recommends replacing flood-damaged carpets and walls and upholstered pieces in the home.  

Homeowners who get their water from a well, meanwhile, should boil their tap water until they can have it tested, 
Purdue University Extension water quality specialist Jane Frankenberger said.  

Tainted water not only causes gastrointestinal disease but also can cause illness by entering the body through the 
skin and mucous membranes, Frankenberger said.  

Howell also advises avoiding swimming areas that have not been treated, including backyard pools contaminated 
with floodwater.  

Mosquitoes also can increase in population after a flood because they breed in standing water.  

"We've had lots of mosquitoes all year, but this is the prime time of year for mosquito-transmitted diseases," Howell 
said. And it takes only a week for mosquitoes to reproduce, he said.  

"We've had more mosquitoes this year than in previous years," he said. There have been two reported cases of West 
Nile virus in the state so far this year. There were 24 last year.  

"But it's there, just waiting to bite somebody," Howell said. Some cases may not show up until October, he said.  

West Nile mosquitoes are more prevalent in areas with standing water that is covered, rather than open, Porter 
County Health Department Superintendent Keith Letta said.  

Letta also recommends a tetanus booster shot for flood victims who haven't had one in 10 years.  

"We still have almost 50 free tetanus shots left, if people need it," Letta said.  

First Steps to Flood Recovery, a Purdue Extension publication, is available at county Cooperative Extension offices. 
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Sep 25, 2008 
State FEMA centers open 
 
MUNSTER — The state, the Federal Emergency Management Agency and the Red 
Cross will open three one-stop disaster assistance centers in Lake County today to help 
residents affected by flooding obtain aid. 
 
The opening of the centers in Munster, Gary and Lake Station and at sites still to be 
determined in neighboring Porter and LaPorte counties follows President Bush's 
declaration of a disaster area in the three counties due to recent floods there, the office 
of Gov. Mitch Daniels said Wednesday. 
 
FEMA assistance can include grants for temporary housing and home repairs, low-cost 
loans to cover uninsured property losses, and other programs to help individuals and 
business owners recover from the disaster, Daniels' office said in a statement. 
 
The Indiana Department of Homeland Security has said the floods damaged more than 
1,000 homes in the three counties. 
 
Residents and business owners in the three counties who sustained losses can begin 
applying for federal aid by registering online at www.fema.gov/assist ance or, after 8 
a.m. Thursday, by calling 1-800-621-FEMA (1-800-621-3362) or 1-800-462-7585 (TTY) 
for the hearing- and speech-impaired. Callers should use disaster number 1795. 
 
The state assistance centers will be open from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. local time through at 
least Tuesday, but closed on Sunday. The LaPorte and Porter locations were to be 
announced Friday, Daniels' office said. Flood victims from any of the three counties may 
visit any of the aid offices. 
 
All centers will have representatives from FEMA and computers and phones available 
for flood victims to complete aid applications. State agencies including the Family and 
Social Services Administration, the Bureau of Motor Vehicles and departments of 
health, insurance and workforce development also will have representatives on hand. 
The Red Cross will distribute basic necessities such as water and cleanup kits. 
 
FSSA offices in Porter and LaPorte counties also are making computers available 
immediately for individuals to use in applying online for FEMA assistance. 
 
Daniels also has asked Agriculture Secretary Edward Schafer to allow emergency food 
stamp distribution to flood victims in the three counties. 
 

http://www.news-sentinel.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20080925/NEWS/809250334�


Individuals will be required to show identification and sign an affidavit indicating they 
have suffered damage from the flooding. 
 
FSSA Secretary Mitch Roob said he will have more than 125 agency staffers on hand in 
the region to help with food stamp distribution and other disaster relief. 
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